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THE NUMBER SEVEN. 

The number seven is consecrated in the 
sacred books af the Old and New Testa- 
ments, and in the religion of the Jews, by- 
a vast number of events and mysterious oc- 
currences. God created the world in the 
space of seven days, and consecrated the 
seventh day to repose. According to the 
apostle Paul, this rest of the seventh day, 
intimates eternal rest in heaven. Heb. iv. 
4. The seventh day was not only honored . 
among the Jews by the rest of the Sabbath; | 
but every seventh year was also consecru- | 
ted to the rest of the earth, by the name of | 
Sabbatical year; and also the seven times. 
seventh year, or fort a year, which 
was the jubilee. 

In the prophetic style a week, or seven 
days, stands for seven years ; each day for 
ayear. Dan. ix, 24, 25,26. Jacob serv- 
ed his father-in-law, Laban, seven years 
for each of his daughters. Pharaoh’s dream 
represented to his mind seven fat oxen and 
seven lean onesg seven full ears of corn, 
and as many that were empty and dried | 
with the east wind. These stood for seven 
years of plenty and seven of scarcity. 

The number of 7 days is observed in the 
octaves of the great solemnities of the pass- 
over, of tabernacles, of the dedication of | 
the tabernacle and of the temple; the sev-; 
en branches of the-golden candlestick, and 


the number of seven sacrifices on several a sacred number; but I consider 


occasions. Numb, xxvii. 17—21, &c. Sev-| 
en trumpets, seven priests to sutround i 
ther 3 seven days tw surround the walls o 
Jericho. Josh. vi. 4, 6, 8. ; 
In Revelations, we read of the seven 


seven stars, seven lamps, seven seals, seven 
angels, seven phials, seven plagues, &c. In} 
brief, we may find the number 7 in almost | 
every page of the sacred writings. 

In some passages, the number seven is 


mentioned. Isa.iv. 1, says, seven women 
shall lay hold on ome man to pain his con- 

vient ani Gees. bs great man neny bert 
do so. So 1 Sam. ii. 4. She that was bar- 
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their transgressions. Jeremiah xv. 9. Levit. 
xxvi. 24. Pure silver, is represented as 
purified seven times. Psa. xii. 6. Render 
unto our neighbors seven fold into their bo- 
soms ; i.e. as often as they deserve it, The 
slayer of ‘Cain was to be punished seven 
times ;_ but of oe seventy times seven. 
Gen. iv. 15,24. The slothful man thinks 


‘himself wiser Soil seven men. Prov. xxvi. 


16, St. Peter asked Christ if he should 
forgive his neighbor until seven times >— 
Christ said to him, not till seven times, but 

seventy-seven times. Mat. xvii. 21, 22. 

REMARKS. 

It has been a query with matiy, what 
could be signified by the candlesti oe gold 
built by Solomon, and placed iw the winple. 
This candlestick had seven lights. “Qn the 
top of the standard was one fight, and 
on the top of the three Hratiches 
each side of the standard, which makes 
were six lights ; making seven i h 
The standard with the six brencline’ ied to 
an equal height, so that the seven light. 
were in a horizontal line. AS the temple 
and ali*its utensils were 7 80 - of 
the candlestick was typical Nhewise. dtw 












‘typical of the wisdom, “holin 
‘jastice, clemency, truth ba ty er, 


God, which are that which is meat By abe 

| seven spirits of God—Rev. ome 

The number seven has been considered | 
ary 


cred in no other sense, than thé bowles, 
snoffers, &c. of the temple were account. 
ed holy; and that was, they ‘were dedica- 
jted and set apart for a ice red and 
tne h economy’; ‘i. 
According to the divine’ 
fumber seven is used aud applied/te many 
things and events and times, desigeed to 
‘hardher virtue and holiness in macvkind ; 
not from any thing sacred in that number 
aie than in any other, 

The seventh day, or Sabbath, was called 
an holy day ; but why or fordhal reason’ 
Ans. Not because the day or inte was in 
itself more holy than ie “or times ; 
but purely on account of its exclusive ap 
ation to the intmediate worsbip 0 
God and attendance-on him - help atic 
piblic and private. Thus it is ‘called o's; 
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holy day. For the same reason, the tem- 
ple was called an holy house ; it was dedi- 
cated and set apart to an holy use. 

I draw this general inference from the 
whole, that the surest way to destroy su- 
perstition and bigotry, and to make men 
esteem*days and things as they ought; is 
to read and understand ; to read and com- 
pare one thing with another, and to use our 
reason in those cases. If a revelation is 
made to us because we are rational crea- 
tures, certainly we ought to use our reason 
in the study of that revelation; otherwise 
the design of its being given is frustrated, 
and its utility prevented.— Eprror. 





Some remarks on the preaching of Elder | 


S. H. communicated by * Young Obser- 
ver,” in the 26th No. 
REMARKS. 

That the systems of all limitarians are 
not only inconsistent with scripture but with 
themselves, begins to be generally known. 
The absurdities are so glaring and the con- 
tradictions so clear and so manifest, that 
prejudice and superstition themselves must 
possess the heart, or men will not listen to 
them ; unless with the view of bearing tes- 
timony against them. 

But these men are, notwithstanding, wis- 
er in their own conceit than seven men, 
who can give a reason. Absolute total de- 
pravity, “incapacitating man to do any 
thing good or even to desire it ; their tears, 
prayers, and even their ploughing being 
abomination in God’s sight; all their tem- 
poral blessings and every sanctuary oppor- 
tunity serving to make their coming tor- 
ments more severe; unless they have re- 
pentance flowing from a new heart, which 
is the gift of God ;” I say, that such de- 
pravity incapacitates man for legal cogni- 
zance, and consequently from any proprie- 
ty as to the imputation of virtue or vice ; 
or any liability to rewards and punishments. 
Thus there would be the same propriety 
for Elder 8S. H. to preach to irrational crea- 
tures, and even to inanimate things as to 
mankind. But God is a sovereign, he will 
say and will give this new heart to all for 
whom Christ died; who are they? He 
answers the elect. Thus that Christ may 
have all for whom he died, and his death 
not be in vain, it is asserted that Christ 
died only for a certain number to the ex- 
clusion of the rest. The reprobate God 
always hated ; the elect he always loved ; 
for them and them only Christ died, This 
is friend H’s belief, and it is no wonder at 
allthat a man, with such opinions, should 
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think himself to be righteous while he ces. 
‘pised others. You may always observe 
that men of such sentiments are always, in 
their own estimation, of the elect. 3 God 
loves them and hates sinners, they say, and 
they shew their little malice and anger like- 
wise ; this they doto be like their God, a 
partial, angry being; always uncomforta- 
ble because always angry; and becausé 
God has no desire and has laid no plan for 
the salvation of the non elect; therefore 
they do not desire it, but are highly offen- 
ded with those who do believe it. Is not 
this pertectly the Pharisee ? They thought 
jthemselves to be righteous and despised 
others; exactly so with Elder 8. H. Poor 
‘man, he will see his mistake, when he js 
made acquainted with truth, which, at pres- 
ent. seems to be hidden from his eyes, 
The propagation of a Pharisaical dispo- 
‘sition and sentiment, I consider to be hurt- 
| ful to community ; it alienates the affections 
of men from one anc:her, and is an exhibi- 
tion of that temper, which gives disgust to 
every person who has one drachm of true 
humility. The temper, which the gospel 
requires, is that which enjoins us to esteem 
others to be better than ourselves; but the 
temper of the Pharisee is, “ stand by thy- 
self, come not near to me, I amholier than 
thou.” God I thank thee that I am not 
as other men.”?” Now while Elder S. UH. 
would despise the thought of being accoun- 
ted a Pharisee, there is nothing inore evi. 
dent than that he possesses that sentiment 
and disposition, but does not know i it 
is a happy consideration that the veil of 
darkness which is upon all flesh, and the 
covering spread over all nations, shall e- 
ventually be taken away.—Eprror. 








__. For tie Gospel Advocate. 

The friends of gospel truth, have abun- 
dant reason to rejoice at the rapid advance- 
ment of light and liberal principles in this 
section of our happy country. The rapid 
strides which error has taken, for the last 
two years, towards that obscurity, to which, 
we pray God it may soon be consigned, af 
fords a good reasoa for rejoicing, as_ well 
as for unrestrained thanksgiving and praise, 
to that God, who, “ doeth wonders in the 
earth ” | 
_ We would not exult over a fallen or fall- 
ing enemy, but with humble confidence in 
the integrity of our hearts, and the good 
providence of the Almighty, we cannot but 
hope, that, a few years, will witness the en- 
tire downfall of that craft, which has so 
Hong annoyed the children of God, and the 
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firm establishment of > zeJigion, which hon - 

ors its Author, ard happifiés its votaries.— 
' Dismay and tumult have already entered 
the strong holds of the adversaries of our 
God-honoring and peace-giving doctrines ; 
and while they feel the chain, that now 
binds them within the walls of their own 
synagogues, we must expect to witness, a 
powerful effort on their part, to escape that 
just reward, to which their dark intrigues, 
and corrupt abuse of reason and revelation 
have entitled them. The opposition to 
that system of faith, whose hand-maid is 
reason, and whose object is the Lord God 
Almighty, is yet sufficiently powerful, to 
require the most active vigilance on our 
part. Every friend to humanity—every 
lover of truth—every well-wisher to the 
cause of “ pure and undefiled religion,” 
must be at his post, prepared to defend, in 
that sphere in which he is destined to move, 
the cause of impartial grace and love, a- 
gainst the machinations of its enemies. It 
is within the scope of every man’s abilities 
to do sometiung towards disseminating a 
knowledge of that God, whose “ tender 
mercies are over all his works.” 

From the little experience the writer of 
this article has had in the world he is fully 
couvinced of the truth of the above state- 
ments; and this being the case, he would 
beg leave to suggest, for the consideration 
of his brethren, a few things, which, if 
properly understood and pursued, cannot 
fail to promote the welfare of that cause 
which is, and must ever be, dear to every 
philanthropist, 

ist. Let every one desirous of extending 
our Redeemer’s kingdom, make it his first 
and highest object, to obtain a good knowl- 
edge of God and his purposes, as revealed 
in the scriptures of the old and new testa- 
ments. Itis not to be expected, that those, 
who are engaged in the active scenes of 
life, can become eminently versed in the 
word of revelation; but every man can 
find some time in each day, for a relaxa- 
tion from his worldly cares and labors. No 
higher or better employment can occupy 
such leisure hours, than a study of the scrip- 
tures. I would not be thought so severe as 
torecommend an entire negiect of other 
books, but would it not be well to make the 
bible our chief study? There are, indeed, 
other writings, eminently calculated to dii- 
fuse light and knowledge into the mind, 
.and such works, whether for or against the 
sentiment we profess, might with propriety 
receive a share of attention. Should this 
course be genegally pursued, it is confident- 
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ly believed, that, almost every one, blessed 
with an impartial judgment, would be able, 
not only to defend the idea of God’s im- 
mutable love, but also to refute any argu- 
ments which might be urged against it, 

2ndly. A holy, useful and active life, 
will have a greater influence upon the minds 
of mankind generally, than all the argu- 
ments that can be brought forward in fa- 
vor of our sentiment. I urge this consider- 
ation, upon my brethren, with the more 
cheerfulness, because the doctrine we pro- 
fess, teaches us, that there is an abundant 
reward tm keeping the commandments of 
our Father in heaven. Since, then, we ac- 
knowledge this great and most important 
truth, as the foundation of our faith, let us 
show to the world by our walk and con- 
versation, that the “ goodness of God lead- 
eth to repentencé and to acts of benevo- 
lence and charity.” 

Lastly, though not least, among the ma- 
ny weighty considerations that might be 
urged upon every Universalist, I would 
suggest the propriety of doing something to 
* strengthen the hands and encourage the 
hearts” of ministers of that everlasting gos- 
pel which we profess. I would not advise 
our friends, tolavish their favors upon their 
ministering brethren to excess: they ought 
not to be raised above their people ; but it 
is absolutely essential to the welfare of our 
cause, that those, who deyote- their time and 
talents to the work of preaching the gospel, 
should be beyond the reach of penury, of 
the perplexities of want. The extravagant 
demands of orthodox preachers, have just- 
ly excited the suspicions of our friends, and 
it is well to discountenance extravagant sa- 
laries. But now, while in this section of 
God’s heritage our cause is in its infancy, 
there will be but little reason to fear the 
prevalence of this evil among ourselves. 

It is to be feared that some have been 
too cautious, in the bestowment of tempor- 
al favors upon the preachers of Christ and 
him crucified. It should be remembered, 
that, with us,the harvest is great and the 
laborers but few indeed. Those, who have 
entered the field, are generally poor, and 
in the places where they are located, gen- 
erally speaking, they receive but a scanty 
pittance upon which to subsist. It should 
be remembered then, by those who become 
obligated to see that a portion of meat in 
due season is provided for them, to be 
prompt in the discharge of that duty, that 
this pittance may be furnished when 
needed. And those who are desir- 
ous to hear, and have others hear, fn 








ake” 


























































= Sta 


< 
o> >see 


eer 


, tae 


¥ 

. . 
own 
Ot * 


o 
=~ Tas 


ire GA eras 
bat a pa 
eS eS. an 
ae 
aa 


Fe. 3 


LEER SD 








is 











290 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





destitute piaces, the gladsome sound of our. 


common salvation, should bear in mind, 
that the’generosity of others, ought not to 
be taxed fur the accommodation and edift- 
cation of such, as are equally blessed with 
competence. Nor should it be forgotten, 


A OC Aa ct, 


of many who heard the same, and of the 
clergyman can be given, and will be cheer. 
tully done if requested. 

An Observer of the Seasons. 





Bo The Rev. Mr. Fittuorr, would 


that, perhaps a preacher may be distressed Contec a favor on many who heard his dis. 


by a compliance with a request to go to 
some distance, and deliver his message :— 
Perhaps he has not the means to defray his 
expenses—perhaps his family at home, by 
being deprived of his assistence, are desti- 
tute of the comforts of life—perhaps his 
children are ragged—perhaps his purse 13 
empty—and perhaps a thousand racking 
anxieties perplex’ his mind, and all these 
might be driven away, by your laudable 
generosity. Let us, then, if we err be care- 


ful not to be unmindful of the necessities of 


our servants, but letus be teo generous, 
rather than have them sufler by our neg- 
lect Ministers of the gospel would much 
more readily tell us, that they need nothing, 
than to inform us of the distresses of them- 
selves and family. 

Could the above directions be put in 


‘apeionk: it is believed that it would oreat- | 


Jy promote our prosperity, and until we are 


course at Harris’ Hill a few weeks since 
by intorming the public, wnat “ universa. 
list preacher publicly declared, at Clarence 
within afew weeks, that, whoever would 
not believe in the doctrine of universal gal- 
vation vught to be breaded in the Sore- 
head?” No offence is inicuted by this re. 
quest, but public sentiment demands an an 
swer, 
AN INQUIRER. 
For the Gospel Advocate, 
REVIEW OF 
| A sermon cn future punishment :— 
delivercd at Cleaveiand and Euclid, Ohio, 
.on Lord’s Day, February 2d and 9th A, 
|D. 1824. By Rev. Stephen L. Bradstrect, 
| A. M. Published by request. Cleaveland, 
printed by Z. Willes, 1824.” pp. 31. 
(Continued from page 2106.) 
Ta my last number | completed my ex- 
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satisfied oftheir inutility, let us follow them,! amination of Mr. Bradstreet’s first propo- 
as far as God has given us the ability. As’ sition, namely, that “ there will be a state 
J merely suggest these ideas to my brethren! of future punishment for the wicked.”— 
for their consideration, L shall not expect,; This position was assumed by Mr. B. with 
nor desire, a blind compliance; but would! all the boldness and confidence that a con- 
have every one “ prove all things ; hold | sciousness of its truth could inspire, and it 


fast that which is good.” Be assured kind 
reader, that the above are the undisguised 
sentiments of 
A LAYMAN. 
ORTHODOX MADNESS. 

A calvinistic Baptist clergyman, recently 
exclaimed in the heat of his zeal for the 
doctrine of total depravity, at Boston in this 
county, “ How much better do they con- 
duct in hell, then we do/! !? Query: 
Did not the reverend gentleman imagine 
himself dead, and fancy that he was preach- 
ing to the inhabitants of some awful place ? 

But to cap the climax, he declared in the 
same discourse, “ J myself am_ worse then 


hell!” and shortly added “ And this is) 


not half as bad as the truth 1” we Que- 
ry. Are Baptist preachers to be believed ? 
If so, I would like tu know whether they 
can be taken at their word in cases like the 
above ? 

My informant is a gentleman of veracity 
who attended at the time the above declara- 
tion was made, and took notes of the dis- 
cOurse. Should it be necessary, the names 


was defended with every argument 

that scripture or reason could furn- 
ish. Yet not one of these has been found 
capable of withstanding the test of fair in- 
vestigation. Reason utterly refuses her as- 
sent to so blasphemous a doctrine; and 
every text of scripture which Mr. B. has 
quoted to farther his view of the subject 
deserts him in the hour of trial. 

Mr. B’s next position is, (page 10) “ the 
future punishment of the wicked will be 
eternal.” This assumpsion falls unassail- 
ed, as it is so connected with the former 
one that it must necessarily be crushed be- 
neath the ruins of that fabric. Mr. B. 
las not advanced a single proof in favor of 
endless damnation which is not entirely 
swept away by scripture and reason. It 
follows, then, that if there is NO future 
punishment, after the soul keaves the body, 
there will not be ENDLESS PUNISH- 
MENT after that period. Although Mr. 


B’s having failed to establish the doctrine 
of punishment, of any kind, in a future 
state of existence, necessarily supercedes 





the necessity of answering his proposition 

















touching the duration of such supposed 
punishment, yet I shall not pass over the 
whole of this part of his sermon, as there 
ure features of it curious enough to warrant 
anotice, Ai page 11 Mr. B. says, “ every 
man feels, that an abuse offered to the 
sovereign of a nation, especially if a good 
and benevolent ruler, is a much greater 
crime, than the samé abuse offered to a 
poor and vicious beggar.” Is this so ?— 
Why is it a much greater crime? I can- 
not see the force of this logic. Let us sup- 
pose a case. fs ita greater crime to steal 
a dollar from the president of the United 
States, (for with the “ sovereign,” and the 
doctrine of the divine right of kings, &c. 
we have nothing to do in the U. 8.) than 
from a poor and obscure citizen ? Sunpose 
the president a virtuous man and the oth- 
cr a vicious one—does this alter the case ? 
Lhe virtues of the one and the vices of the 
other are not to be taken into the aceount. 
‘Te poor man, by the loss of his dollar, 
inay be forced to suffer for food or shelter, 
while, in the other case, there is no reason- 
able chance for such a catastrophe. Where, 
now, is Mr. B’s theory? _ But the position 
is not singular, in Mr. B’s case, because he 
is a believer in endless punishment, and 
that doctrine begets just such feelings. The 
disciple of that theory looks upon himself 
as better than his neighbors, in the sight 
of his maker, and he infers that it is more 
sinful to injure him than one whom God 
has designed to punish eternally! This is 
ihe course the human mind naturally takes, 
when put in motion by such a theory. Mr. 
B. in pursuing his subject, infers that the 
man who should raise the standard of re- 
vellion against a virtuous “lord,” as he 
calls a man in office, would not receive his 
deserts, even should “ the severest punish- 
ment”? imaginable he inflicted upon him. 
So we see, that such aman, if Mr. B. was 
empowered with authority, would be sub- 
jected to the tortures of the Spanish Inqui- 
sition 3; and perhaps be stretched, with bro- 
ken limbs, for many days upon the wheel 
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No. ThéW he does not perfectly obey God. 
What will be the consequence? Why, if 
his blasphemous doctrine were true, he 
would be sent endlessly to a place of tor- 
ment—and with him, the whole race of Ad- 
am! Mr. B. will object to this, as your 
advocates of endless punishment always so 
contrive it, as to escape themselves, and get 
their neighbors to suffer the whole! 

At page 12 Mr. B. savs God has pro- 
nounced every sinner accursed. Is not 
Mr. B. a sinner ? Yes: then he is accurs- 
ed! Mr. B. is a sinner, and is accursed ; 
and all other people are sinners, and are 
all accursed—and where is the differences 
in condition, upot Mr. B’s own plan ?— 
There is none! At page 14 Mr. B. has 
made a very curious if not a foolish blun- 
der. In his anxiety to show that there will 
be endless punishment, when he had failed 
to prove there will be ANY, he says, spea- 
king of souls in a place of torment, “ they 
will have no taste or desire for the purity 
and holiness of heaven.” Then they will 
be perfectly contented and ‘happy in tor- 
ment! Nay more—If they will have no 
desire for heaven, it follows that the most 
effectual way to punish them would be to 
take them into heaven, where, not wishing 
to be thus disposed of, they would suffer 
continually! Mr. B. has succeeded in 
making his hell a very desirable place ! ! ! 
Mr. B. at page 15, says all things are to be 
subdued to Christ, before he delivers up 
the kingdom, and adds that when one king- 
dom is subdued it does not follow that the 
conquered nation love their conqueror, &c. 
Not too fast, Mr. B. you have just said that 
souls in hell will have “no desire for the 
purity of heaven.” This 7s your own proof: 
that they will be suited with their lot, and 
of course they will be pleased that it has 
fallentothem!! Mr. B. (page 15) quotes 
Revelations, not to prove that there will be 
future punishmeut, but only to show how 
long such supposed punishment will con- 
tinue! Mr. B. must have read his bible 


; but little, one would suppose, not to have 


of torture used by that court, and after ex- | learned that the whole book of Reve/etions 
piring thus, would not get half his deserts ! | is confined to subjects connected only with 


Such is the language and doctrivie of a man 
who calls himself a preacher of the gospel 
of Christ! But let uot the reader be sur- 
prised, for the doctrine of endless punish- 


this state of existence. Mr. B. at page 16, 
quotes John v. 28, 29, thus: “ Marvel not 
at this, for the hour is coming in the which 


,allthat are in the graves shall hear his 


ment leads to such conclusions as those here | voice and shall come forth ; they that have 


arrived: at by Mr. B. - Mr. B. (same page) 


‘done good to the resurrection of life; and 


says, God, being infinite, has an eterzal| they that have done evil unto the resurrec- 
‘ight to the perfect obedience of man !—}tion of damnation.” This, Mr. B. says, 


Now, what man is perfect? All answer, 
‘sed to be judged. How he can make such 


aot one such is there. Is Mr. B. perfeetr 


alludes to a day when the dead shall be rai- 













~- ek OO 
5 
—— 
x 


* 





yer, OS a oe oe 
4 2 oe jet 4 








222 ae ADVOCATE. 
a disposition of the text I cannot even From the Universalist Magazine. 


with the help of all his prejudice. The rea- 
der is requested to look at the 25th verse of 
the same chapter. Here itis, “ Verily, 
verily, 1 say unto you, that the hour is com- 
ing, and NOW IS, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and they 
that hear shall live.” Now what kind of 
‘“‘ dead” are meant? Answer, it was those 
who were dead in trespasses and sins. The 
hour of hearing had then come, and the 
resurrection spoken of was cotemporary 
with the hearing. The reader will receive 
additional instruction, upon this subject, by 
reference to the 25th of Matthew,where, in 
the close of the chapter, the same things 
are spoken of. Among them is the sen- 
tence passed upon the wicked, &c. as in 
the text to Mr. B’s sermon. All those 
things spoken of in either place, were to 


MINUTES, 
OF THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION, 


The Southern Association of Universak 
ists, met in Attleborough, Ms. June 8, 1824, 
; Chose Br. SepasT1aN STREETER, Modera. 
‘tors; and Brs. Taomas WurrrTemorg, J. 
i Fiacc, and Hosea BauLiou, 2d. a Com. 
| mittee to receive requests for Letters of Fel. 
| lowship and Ordination. 

Resolved, That this Association ap. 
point a Committee of three, whose duty it 
shall be, to attend to the settlement of any 
complaints which may exist between breth- 
ren belonging to this body, that no such 
complaints be brought before it hereafter: 
and that, it shall be the duty of complain- 
ants, to bring all complaints before saic 
Committee, unless the parties can better ac- 








take place at the coming of the son of | commodate themselves, by a mutual coun- 


man. True, says the reader, that is the cil of their own appointing. —Chose Brs, 
time, but the Son of man has not yet come. Sebastian Streeter, Joshua Flagg, and Da- 
Answer, Matthew xvi. 27,28. © For the, Vid Pickering, to form said committee. 
Son of man shall come in the glory of his The Committee on Letters of E ellow. 
Father, WITH HiS ANGELS; and ship and ordination, reported in favor of 
THEN he shall reward every man accord- | 8Tanting letters of Fellowship to Brs. Ste- 
ing to his works. Verily 1 say unto you, phen Cutler, William Bell, Belding, and Ja- 
there be some standing here which shall; Sian P. Fuller. 
ngf taste of death till they see the Son of} . Br. Jacob gave his assent to the article, 
man coming in his kingdom.” Now, rea- signed by Brs. Turner, Streeter, and Hud- 
der, this was said about 1700 years since. | $9» at the Session of the Association, in 
Quere, are any of those who were standing December last. Br. Paul Dean alse assen- 
there, yet living? No: they have all tas- | ted to the same article, and agreeably to re- 
ted death, and of course the Son of manj| est was voted into fellowship. 

came in that generation. See the first} Voted, that henceforth, there shall be but 


part of this review for further texts upon; OP¢ session of this body in each your; © 
the subject. be held on the first Wednesday and Thurs- 
At page 16 Mr. B. again quotes the par- day of June annually. 
able of the wheat and tares, and dwells up- 
on the words “ end of the world.” As Mr. CIRCULAR. ba 
B. quotes some of his texts tice 1 must! £0 all that love the Truth, as it isin Jesus, 
be allowed to do the same. JI have alrea-| Be.oven Breruren—The period has 
dy answered this quotation once, and did arrived, when again it becomes our pleas- 
not expect tomeet it again. As an an-' ing duty to address you, on the most im- 
swer to the words “ end of the world,” up- ; portant, as well as the most delightful sub- 
on which Mr. B. places his whole reliance, | ject, the cause of truth, and the progress ol 
take Hebrews ix. 26, thus: * But now once | the principles of Universal Benevolence.— 
in the end of the world, hath he appeared | When we contemplate the great revolutions 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” | that are taking place in the moral world; 
The word rendered “end,” and the one: when we behold the rapid advances of the 
rendered “ world” in this passage is the; “true light, that shineth ;” when we wit 
same that is so rendered, in each place, of ‘ness the power of the gospel of the grace 0 
the text quoted by Mr. B. Now what end life, over the limited systems of darkness, 
of the world is meant? Why end of the superstition and death, we look forward 
age, or Jewish dispensation; as I have. with rapture, to that glorious era, when, we 
shown before; and as neither Mr. B. nor j trust, its triumphs shall be complete, and 
any of his fellow believers can gainsay: when all men shall join the celestial chorus; 
REASON. | and chaunt the heavenly theme, “ Glory t 
To be contigued. ) God in the highest, peace on earth, goo 
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will to men ;”—When the visionary terrors 
of an endless hel!, shall have ceased to op- 
erate on the human mind; when love to 
God, love to man, and an inviolable attach- 
ment to the laws of moral virtue, shall form 
the only principles of action, and the true 
basis of the conduct of man, in all his moral 
and social relations. 

From what is known, of the changes, 
that they have been effected, during the last 
half century, and the prevalence of liberal 
christianity, at the present period, we can- 
not but indulge the pleasing anticipation, 
that a short lapse of years, will witness its 
undisputed, and universal predominance in 
the human breast. We hail it as a happy 
omen, as a welcome harbinger of the con- 
quest of light and truth, that the terrific, the 
abominable, the unmerciful doctrines of past 
times, are fast on the wane, and are daily 
losing their importance and their support— 
Much has been done, to hide their deformi- 
ties from human eyes; for ages has all the 
strength of the clerical phalanx, been em- 
ployed to secure from the public gaze, the 
mysterious image, that has been set up, as 
an object for the blind homage of a super- 
stitious world. But, in despite of their 
strength and cunning, the veil has been rent 
asunder, the secret recesses of the temple of 
the mystery of darkness, have been penc- 
trated, its idols have been exhibited in open 
day, and. their hideous forms exposed to 
public view. 

It is true, that in the progress of this 
work, a great diversity of opinion has exis- 
ted ; sects have multiplied in a great degree, 
and many have feared, that the downfall of 
all religion, would be the final consequence. 
But, we think these fears to be groundless. 
These differences, undoubtedly originate, in 
a more extensive, free, and impartial inves- 
tigation, then was encouraged, or even per- 
mitted, in the darker ages: and that every 
new system is, in some degree, an improve- 
ment to the old, we may fairly infer from the 
fact, that the opinions of men are becoming 
more and more liberal, and, of course, more 
and more beneficial to mankind. For the 
more liberal our feelings, the stronger the 
excitements to moral virtue, the more disin- 
terested our benevolence, and hence, the 
better and the more honorably, we shall fill 
our several stations, and discharge our sev- 
eral duties in society. 

_ Therefore, so far are we, from entertain- 
ing any fearful apprehensions on the sub- 
ject, that we view all thesé various move- 
ments, as being effected by the operation of 
the leaven of trath, which will finally, puri-| 
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fy the whole mass, and reconcile the world 
to God. 

Brethren, weak and imperfect beings as 
we are, it is not to be expected, that we 
should be, absolutely free from error; nev- 
ertheless, after reviewing all the creeds of 
men, reasoning from what we see and learn 
of the divine Being, in his works and in his 
word, we think ourselves justified in saying, 
that the fundamental articles of our belief, 
completely harmonize with all his attributes, 
and inculcate, in the strongest possible man- 
ner, our duty to Him, to our neighbor, and 
ourselves. While then, inspired with divine 
Benevolence, we anticipate the final restor- 
ation of all intelligent beings, to holiness 
and happiness, may the same spirit induce 
usto make use of every exertion, to pro- 
mote the work of goodness, and to evince, 
to those around us, that the holy religion 
we profess, exists, not in nominal profess- 
ion, forms and rituals, but in the heart :— 
And that, “ the grace of God, which bring- 
eth salvation to al! men, teacheth ws, that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously and godly 
in the present world.” 

“ The Southern Association of Univer- 
salists,’ convened at Attleborough, on 
Wednesday and Thursday, the 9th and 
10th inst. and we can truly say, it was a 
season of refreshing to our souls. The re- 
ligious services, which were numerous, 
were solemn, devout, and instructive, and 
were attended by a numerous, respectable, 
and attentive audience. And a numerous 
and correct choir of singers, added much 
interest to the occasion, by the chaste and 
excellent performance of a judicious selec- 
tion of sacred music. Twenty brethrer, 
united in the great work, of preaching the 
impartial grace and sovereign leve of God, 
were collected together, from various parts 
of the vineyard, of our Lord, and the intel- 
ligence, received from each other, of the 
progress of divine truth, was such, as to 
gladden our hearts, and to excite in us, live- 
ly emotions of gratitude and praise, to the 
bountiful Parent of the human race. Four 
brethren, qualified for the work, received 
letters of fellowship, and are gone forth, to 
spread the “good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.” 

Brethren, we will not withhold from you, 
the joy we experience, in giving you the 
information, that the difficulties, which have 
for some time past, existed between some 
individuals in this body, and which have 
‘excited so much regret, and such genezal 








interest, have, at length, been amiczbly o:- 
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justed; and thus peace and harmony re- 





stored, to the satisfactiun of the brethren, | 


and we trust, to the disappointment and 
discomfiture of our inveterate opposers— 
and we doubt not, that we, that you, one 
and all, will unite our exertions, henceturth 
to prevent the springing up of any root of 
bitterness, whereby pguce and harmony 
may again be interrupted. May past ex- 
amples suffice, as a serious admonition to 
us, ever to labor, to “ keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.” 

We would now return ovr acknowledg- 
ments to the brethren, at Atueburough, tor 
their generous hospitality and kind atten- 
tion to us, during the session : and we sin- 
cerely pray, that they may be rewarded, 
an hundred fold, into their own bosoms, 
for their labor of love. 

Finally, dearly beloved, in the Lord; 
we exhort you to move on, with the prize 
in view, in the glorious cause, in which you 
have engaged; let no consideration turn 
you aside from the truth, let nothing divert 
your attention from the great interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. Be guided, in 


all yonr concerns in life, by the precepts | 


of the gospel, and thus glorify God, do hon- 
or to his cause, benefit yourselves and oth- 
ers, promote the highest interest of Society, 
thereby proving yourselres worthy the 
name you bear. 
wisdom so to do, Amen. 

By order and in behalf of the Southern 
s\ssociation. 


JACOB FRIEZE, Clerk. 
June 15, 1824. 


cone 


Died, in Cavendish, (Vt.) Salmon Dut- | 


ton, Esq. in the 81st year of his age. In- 
dustrious, prudent and temperate, Mr. Dut- 
ton lived to a geod old age ; and adorning 
the doctrine of his Saviour to the last, he 
eontemplated eternity with rapture. He 


set an example in his general deportment, | 


worthy of imitation. Having accumulated, 
by industry and economy, a handsome 
property, he wished to render himself use- 
ful to his family and to the public. Ashe 
asserted his country’s rights in the hour of 
peril, su he ever gloried in her prosperity 
and elevation. Mr. Dutton was highly es- 
teemed as a neighbor and a citizen. For 
more than forty years he was a firm believ- 
er in the whole Truth, as it is in Christ, 
and ably defended his doctrine by living 
and dying like a Christian. “He that 
believeth on Jesus shall not be confoynd- | 
ed.” 


God grant us strength and 
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From the Gospel i—é 
Luke xv. 11—82. 
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Is there on earth a sight more sweet, 
Than the repenting prodigal ; i 
Turning his erring wayward feet, 
And list’ning to his father’s call ? 
“No more, says he, on husks Vi feed, 
My Father has enough to spare, 
His house will furnish all I need, 
And I will seek forgiveness there.” 


He runs—and yet a great way off, 
The Father sees his long lost son, 
He does not at the rebel scoff, 
Nor yet inquire what he has done : 
But, lo ! he hangs upon his neck, 
Takes off his clothes, filthy and tori, 
And says, * with rings his fingers deck. 
And with rich garments him adorn; 


And let the fatted calf be slain, 

A sumptuous feast I will prepare, 
For my lost son has come again 

His Father’s love and grace to share ; 
He has return’d to virtue’s ways, 

And left the sinful road he trod ; 
Retura’d to bless my future days, 

Return’d to happiness—to God.” 


And if such love as this can dwell 
Within the hearts of men below, 
‘0! who shall dare presume to tell 
‘> The measure of that boundless flow,. 
, Which, inexhaustable and pure, 
Runs from the fountain of his grace, 
Whose word for ever shall endure, 
Who is the Father of our race! 


(ALL shall return and know the Lord, 
All shall his gracious name contess, 
No prodigal shall doubt the word 

Of Him who is our righteousness : 
God is the Father of all souls, 

And what a fire of love must burn, 
When a whole world of prodigals, 

Shall to their Father’s house return ! 


Extatic love ! unbounded grace ! 
Let David’s harp again be strung ; 
Let countless nations sing his praise, 
With grateful heart and sincere tongue. 
Let gratitude our souls inspire, 
While we our pilgrimage prolong, 
And when we join the heavenly choir 
We'll chant an everlasting song. 


~------ 


—_—— 
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